


Attachment 14
JOINT FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL
PUBLIC NOTICE
March 20, 2025

The Federal Emergency Management Agency and Florida Division of Emergency Management have received the following application for Federal grant funding.  Final notice is hereby given of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) consideration to provide funding in the form of Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. Funds will be provided in accordance with Section 404 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, Public Law 93-288, as amended.

Under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), federal actions must be reviewed and evaluated for feasible alternatives and for social, economic, historic, environmental, legal, and safety considerations. Under Executive Order (EO) 11988 and EO 11990 FEMA is required to consider alternatives to and to provide public notice of any proposed actions in or affecting floodplains or wetlands. EO 12898 also requires FEMA to provide the opportunity for public participation in the planning process and to consider potential impacts to minority or low-income populations. 

Funding for the proposed project will be conditional upon compliance with all applicable federal, tribal, state and local laws, regulations, floodplain standards, permit requirements and conditions. 

Applicant: Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority

Project Title: HMGP-4673-(279)- Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority, Snake Creek Crossing Transmission, Infrastructure Failure

Location of Proposed Work:
Project activities are anticipated to occur along Overseas Highway, Islamorada, FL, 33036, and under the Snake Creek channel, adjacent to the Snake Creek Drawbridge for approximately 2,200 LF between mile markers 85.5-86.  One project access point is anticipated in the existing right-of-way at the intersection of State Hwy 4a and Overseas Highway; the approximate address is 85301 Old Highway, Islamorada, FL 33036, a non-residential area. The second project access point is anticipated along the non-residential area of the Overseas Highway, in the existing right-of-way, across the road from the general vicinity of 85932 Overseas Highway, Islamorada, FL 33036.

Proposed Work and Purpose:
The proposed project will retire and replace approximately 2,200 LF of existing 30” ductile iron transmission line pipe with 42” high-density polyethylene transmission line pipe. The existing line is reaching the end of its useful life, accelerated by the corrosive saltwater environment and other environmental factors driven by climate change, including increasing sea level and water temperatures, more frequent and severe storm events and coastal erosion. The proposed project is crucial to ensure a stable and secure supply of potable water. To increase reliability, reduce system vulnerability and accommodate increasing demand for clean, safe drinking water, the new transmission line will be installed via horizontal directional drilling (HDD) below seabed of the Snake Creek channel under the Snake Creek Bridge at approximately 27 feet at its lowest point to 62 feet closer to shore. The HDD method allows the new line to pass underground from one side of the crossing to the other, connecting the existing water mains at either end of the bridge with minimal disruption to the surrounding areas. The existing 30” ductile iron pipeline will remain in service during installation of the new pipe and retired in place once the new pipe has been fully installed, tested and put into service, as it allows the Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority to maintain potable water service and preserves the old pipeline for possible future rehabilitation, resulting in better redundancy. This project will reduce the risk of loss of potable water and mitigate the associated public safety, health and economic hazards connected with loss of water for the entirety of the Florida Keys south of mile marker 85.5, which includes six (6) Justice 40 tracts, U.S. Coast Guard Stations Islamorada and Sectors Key West, several state parks, recreational areas and nature reserves and Naval Air Station Key West and represents a population of approximately 82,762 people.



Project Alternatives:
The alternatives to the project that have been and will be considered are 1) the no action alternative and 2) open cut installation across the channel. These alternatives to the proposed project are not viable because under Alternative 1) the existing 30” ductile iron pipe would remain in place at nearly the accelerated end of its useful life and taking no action would accelerate catastrophic failure of the potable water transmission system and the needs of the community would not be served; and Alternative 2) open cut installation across the channel would require controlling the flow of water within the water crossing via cofferdam dewatering and trenching into the seafloor across the channel, which would obstruct and interfere with maritime traffic through the channel, cause traffic control issues on the bridge and take over six month to construct and complete, including additional environmental regulations and considerations and is cost and time prohibitive and therefore not practicable.

Comment Period:
Comments are solicited from the public; local, state or federal agencies; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of the proposed project.  The comments should be made in writing and addressed to the Florida Division of Emergency Management, Bureau of Mitigation, 2555 Shumard Oak Blvd., Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100.  These are due by April 21, 2025.  The State will forward comments to applicable regulatory agencies as needed.  Interested persons may submit comments, obtain more detailed information about the proposed action, or request a copy of the findings by contacting: 

Christie Martin, Engineering Projects Administrator			(305) 295-2209
Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority					cmartin@fkaa.com
				





